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CONPIDENTIAL BONN 01 139 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAID, IBRD, GW 

SUBJECT: MCNAMARA'S PROPOSAL POR PRIVATE ORGANIZATION 
POR NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE 

1 . IBRD PRESIDENT MCNAMARA'S PROPOSAL IN BOSTON BEPORE 
THE WORLD AFPAIRS COUNCIL TO ESTABLISH A PRIVATE 
ORGANIZATION TO HEIP OVERCOME THE PRESENT DEADLOCK IN 
THE NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE AND TO MAKE THE PORMER 
CHANCELLOR BRANDT ITS CHAIRMAN HAS RECEIVED SKEPTICAL 
PRESS PLAY BUT SOME POLITICAL CONSIDERATION IN THE FRG. 
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2. BRANDT HIMSELP WAS QUOTED INITIALLY BY THE PRESS 
AS HAVING ONLY "TAKEN NOTE" OP MCNAMARA'S INITIATIVE. 

HE LATER DECLARED THAT HE WAS IN PRINCIPLE PREPARED 
TO ACCEPT SUCH A RESPONSIBIIITY, BUT BEPORE MAKING A 
PINAL DECISION, IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO 

CLARIPY WITH MCNAMARA THE DETAILS OP MEMBERSHIP AND 
GOALS OP THE ORGANIZATION. IT WAS REPORTED THAT CONTACT 
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WITH MCNAMARA WOULD BE MADE IN THE COURSE OF THIS 
WEEK. 

3. THE CDU/CSU OPPOSITION FOREIGN AID SPOKESMAN, 
TODENHOEFER IMMEDIATEIY DECIARED BRANDT TO BE ENTIRELY 
UNQUALIEIED EOR THIS POSITION BECAUSE OF THE STANCE HE 
TOOK IN NOVEMBER LAST YEAR AT GENEVA WHEN HE WAS 
ELECTED HEAD OF THE SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL. BRANDT, 
ACCORDING TO TODENHOEFER, AT THAT TIME ACCEPTED THE 
ECONOMIC DEMANDS OF THE RADICAL SPOKESMEN OF THE THIRD 
WORLD, AND THUS PLACED HIMSELF IN CLEAR OPPOSITION TO 
OFFICIAL FRG POLICY. 

4. ON THE OTHER HAND, DR. HOLTZ, SPD MEMBER OF THE 
BUNDESTAG DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE, IN A JANUARY 17 PRESS 
RELEASE, WELCOMED THE POSSIBILITY OF BRANDT TAKING ON 
THIS POSITION AND PRAISED BRANDT'S CREDENTIAIS. 

5. THE GERMAN PRESS WAS IN GENERAI SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE 
USEFULNESS OF AN ORGANIZATION AS PROPOSED BY MCNAMARA. 
A DIE WEIT EDITORIAI WELCOMED MCNAMARA'S PROPOSAL IN 
PRINCIPIE, REASONING THAT ANY INITIATIVE TOWARDS 
PROGRESS IN THE NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE IS DESIRABLE. 
HOWEVER, DIE WELT QUESTIONED WHETHER BRANDT WAS THE 
RIGHT MAN SINCE HE HAS NEITHER PRACTICAL POLITICAL 
EXPERIENCE IN FOREIGN AID, NOR OUTSTANDING QUALIFICA- 
TIONS IN DEVELOPMENT POLICY, TWO CRITERIA SPELLED OUT AS 
REQUIREMENTS BY MCNAMARA. FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE 
BELIEVED A NEW INSTITUTION WOULD BE SUPERFLUOUS AND 
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ARGUED THAT, EVEN IF THE ORGANIZATION SUCCEEDED IN 
WORKING OUT A COMPROMISE, THE COMPROMISE WOULD BE 
WORTH NOTHING WITHOUT 

THE SUBSEQUENT CONSENT OF GOVERNMENTS WHICH ALONE CAN 
BRING ABOUT A BALANCING OF INTERESTS. 

6. AN ECONCOOPMIN OFFICIAL, RESPONSIBLE FOR MULTI- 
LATERAI AID, TOLD THE EMBASSY THAT HIS INITIAL PERSONAL 
REACTION WAS THAT IT WAS VERY DIFFICULT TO SEE A 
PROFITABLE ROLE FOR SUCH AN ORGANIZATION TO PLAY IN THE 
DIALOGUE. BUT THIS OFFICIAL NOTED A STRANGE SILENCE 
FROM THE SPD POLITICAL LEVELS OF THE ECONCOOPMIN WHICH, 
HE NOTED, COULD SIGNAL THE DEVELOPMENT OF A MORE 
FAVORABIE RESPONSE TO THE INITIATIVE. NORMALLY HIS 
REBUTTING OPINION WOULD HAVE BEEN QUICKLY SOLICITED IF 
THE PROPOSAL HAD NO CHANCE. 

STOESSEL 
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